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California’s energy crisis or something like it was bound to happen.  The basic problem (circumstance might be a better word) is that while individuals may be expected to look ahead only several months, large companies and governments are expected to have planning horizons of five, ten, or even twenty years.  This isn’t happening in state government because the legislators don’t feel responsible for what happens five or ten years from now.





I trace the start of this back to 1978 when Proposition 13 was passed.  At that time, the public was concerned and angered by the impact of rising property taxes and demanded relief but didn’t trust government to provide relief.  It (the public) decided to take charge of changing the situation.  Accordingly, Prop 13 was overwhelmingly passed to eliminate the ability of local elected officials to raise local taxes.  I thought it was a good idea at the time and still do.





Local elected officials became less responsible for providing all the services the community wanted.  There wasn’t the money.  If the community wanted more of something it either had to cut out something else or be willing to assess itself for the extra service.  If they tried to cut out something else, those in the community then benefiting from that service would fight the cut.  And most people wouldn’t support an assessment for someone else’s desired extra service.





Passing the cost of many traffic and recreation improvements on to developers has mitigated the problem somewhat.  However, we recognize that our local elected officials no longer have the authority to raise taxes to provide desirable community services. And so, we don’t hold them responsible, and they in turn, don’t try very hard. 





A few years later we began to distrust our elected officials in Sacramento.  The public again decided to take control of the situation and eventually imposed term limits on the state legislature.  Accordingly, the legislators no longer had to be concerned that any long term impact of legislation they passed might come back to bite them.  So when the energy deregulation came before them, they didn’t have to worry about any backlash.  It wouldn’t be implemented until 1998 and the rate freezes wouldn’t come off until 2002.  By the 2002 elections they’d be gone.  There are only a few officials still in office in Sacramento who we can vote out of office for the present problems.





We have created a legislature that can’t make a career out of staying in office but also one that has little need to look for other than quick fixes to problems.  Perhaps this is what we wanted, but I doubt it.  





Since then, taking things into our own hands once again, we’ve added the requirement of a two thirds vote for any special taxes (i.e. funds for 101).  Because we didn’t trust a simple majority of voters on increasing taxes, now a simple one third of the voters can veto any proposed tax increase.  This relieves county level
